





legislated in favour of it. Doctors and nurses have the right to obtain and
object to any form of direct or indirect euthanasia.

D) Various. For brevity I cannot go in detail in many other scientific and
ethical problems, but I refer you to read in the family groups the
encyclical letter of John Paul II issued in 1995 “Evangelium vitae”
wherein he proposes “A new culture of human life”. The encyclical deals
with abortion, experimentation with human embryos, pre-natal selection
in diagnosis, techniques of artificial reproduction, contraception and so
forth.

An international global responsibility

All the issues are “Challenges to the family in the emerging global reality”,
which is the theme of World Assembly.

My final conclusion is while looking ahead to the progress of science in
combating various diseases and a better quality of life, technology raises many
international moral and ethical issues.

They can only be tackled through the basic fundamental ethical principles of
preserving the value f human life.

This requires a moral enterprise based on a global responsability for a possible
new international community of human beings. This may even frighten us, for
the problems of science, medicine and bio-technology are all problems about
human life: that is the life of future families and generations.

As I started by calling to mind two great expressions of the moral conscience
of our century, and of all centuries, I will end by quoting Mahatma Gandhi:
“God is our strength, God is the essence of life. For me God is truth and life.
God is ethics and morality”.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta: * Love is the fruit of faith”.

Mons. Charles G. Vella, founder of Cana Movement in Malta (1956) and the
“Movimento Familiare Cristiano” in Italy (1973). For 24 years he worked as co-
ordinator and consultant of the Ethics Committee’s at the Scientific Institute
University Hospital -~ San Raffaele and at the European Institute of Oncology, both in
Milan. g

For eight years he represented the government of Malta at the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg.

His latest book in English, Italian and Maltese is: “Ethics at the service of the sick”
(Veritas Press, Dublin — english version; Edizioni Paoline - Italian version).

Email: charlesvella@alice.it

R ]






