
1.  MARY IS BETROTHED TO JESUS (Mt.  1 ,  18)  

This  i s  how Jesus  Chris t  was  born.  Mary his  mother  had 
been given to  Joseph in  marr iage  but  before  they l ived 
together ,  she  was  found to  be  pregnant  through the  Holy 
Spir i t”  

Mary accepts  to  be  the  wife of  Joseph.  Every  marr iage  
s tar ts  wi th  an acceptance.   I t ’s  a  l i fe  long acceptance that  
has  to  endure .   Mary accepts  and becomes the  wife  of  
Joseph.  

 

2 .  MARY IS A COMMITTED WIFE (Lk 1 ,  38 )  

“Then Mary sa id  “I  am the  handmaid of  the  Lord,  le t  i t  be 
done to  me as  you have sa id”  and  the  Angel  lef t  her .”  

When Mary says  YES i t  i s  uncondi t ional .   There  are  no 
i f ’s  and buts .   She accepts  to  be  Joseph’s  wife  wi thout  any 
reservat ions .   And a t  a l l  t imes .   I t  i s  a  to ta l  commitment  
and an acknowledgement  / submiss ion to  God’s  p lan.  

Mary’s  YES remains  in  the  af f i rmat ive  t i l l  the  end.  

 

3.  MARY IS FAITHFUL TO HER HUSBAND (Lk 1,34 and 
38)  

“Then Mary sa id  to  the  Angel ,  “How can  th is  be  i f  I  am a  
vi rgin?”  

Mary is  concerned that  her  fa i thfulness  and chast i ty  i s  in  
quest ion and in  th is  s i tuat ion how can she  face  Joseph 
leave a lone becoming his  wife .   But  when the  angel  
expla ins  how she wi l l  be  the  mother  of  Jesus ,  she  
unders tands  that  she  can  carry  out  God’s  p lan and a lso  
remain fa i thful  to  Joseph.  

The f idel i ty  of  Mary  is  seen  in  her  chas te  re la t ionships .  



4.  MARY IS OBEDIENT TO HER HUSBAND (Mt.  2 ,  13-
15)  

“Joseph got  up took the  chi ld  and his  mother ,  and lef t  that  
n ight  for  Egypt  where  he  s tayed unt i l  the  death  of  Herod”.  

Mary does  not  quest ion Joseph’s  author i ty /decis ions .  Her  
obedience is  not  out  of  compuls ion,  but  mature  obedience 
resul t ing f rom the  conf idence in  Joseph and God’s  p lan.   
Even  in  most  d i f f icul t  c i rcumstances  Mary l i s tens  to  the  
ins t ruct ions  of  Joseph.  

 

5 MARY LOVINGLY RELATES TO HER HUSBAND (Lk 
2,  44-45)  

 

“They thought  he  was  in  the  Company and af ter  walking  
the  whole  day they looked for  h im among re la t ives  and 
f r iends .  As they did  not  f ind him,  they went  back  to  
Jerusalem searching for  h im” 

Mary af ter  knowing that  Jesus  i s  not  wi th  them does  not  
react  wi th  accusat ions  and cross  arguments .   She wi th  
Joseph looks  for  Jesus  among the  company and not  f inding 
him goes  back wi th  Joseph to  look for  h im.  

 

6.  MARY RESPECTS HER HUSBAND (Lk,2 ,  48)  

“Your  fa ther  and I  were  very worr ied  whi le  searching for  
you” 

Mary when quest ioning Jesus  ment ions  Joseph’s  name and 
thereby impresses  on Jesus  that  both  his  fa ther  as  wel l  as  
mother  were concerned and looking for  h im.  Mary puts  her  
husband f i rs t .  

 



 

7.  BY DISPLAYING THESE QUALITIES MARY AS A       

       WIFE IS A PRICELESS PEARL 

In  today’s  context :  

Promising  –  keeping up to  the  bet rothal /promise  made through 
a  to ta l  acceptance.  

Prayerful  –  Through prayer  seeking Divine  ass is tance  to  keep  
the  promise  and to  accept  and unders tand God’s  p lan.  

Eager – To l ive  up to  the  commitment  and have a  chaste  and  
fa i thful  re la t ionship .  

Energet ic  –  To adapt  to  a l l  s i tuat ions  and be f lexible  to  
suppor t  her  husband’s  decis ions  or  s i tuat ions .  

Ardent  –  To re la te  to  her  husband and unders tand him so  as  to  
meet  h is  needs .   And to  be  sensi t ive  to  h is  emot ions  e tc .  

Respectful  – Give the  husband the  appropr ia te  p lace  no mat ter  
what  h is  s ta tus  outs ide  the  family .  

Responsible  –  Unders tand the  role  a  husband has  in  the  family  
and a l low the  ro le  to  be  played .   Simul taneously  correct  any 
over  lapping through discuss ion and dia logue.  

Loving  –  Jus t  as  God was  to  h is  people  –  the  people  of  Is rael  
and Jesus  is  to  the  Church so  a lso  as  St .  Paul  wri tes  to  the  
Ephesians .  

Luminous  –  Radia te  Jesus  to  her  husband and be  a  l ight  to  h im.  

 



1.  MOTHERHOOD & CARING CONCERN (LK 1,  39-40)  

“Mary then se t  out  for  a  town in  Hi l ls  of  Judah” 

Mary coming to  know that  El izabeth  is  going to  have a  
baby se ts  out  to  help  her  despi te  her  own condi t ion.   
“Motherhood of  Mary goes  beyond leaps  and bounds .”  

 

2.  MARY IS THE MOTHER OF JESUS (LK 2,  6-7)  

“They were  in  Bethlehem when the  t ime came for  her  to  
have her  chi ld  and she  gave bi r th  to  a  son,  her  f i rs t  born .  

By choosing Mary as  the  mother  of  Jesus ,  i t  was  the  
greates t  g i f t  God could  give  Mary.   Eve was  the  woman 
who brought  s in  to  the  world ,  but  Mary through her  
motherhood brought  sa lvat ion.  

“Motherhood is  the  greates t  g i f t  to  Mankind.”  

 

3.  MOTHERHOOD AND AWARENESS (LK 2,  19)  

“As for  Mary,  she  t reasured  a l l  these  messages  and 
cont inual ly  pondered over  them.”  

Mary never  le t  anything pass  by.   Whatever  she  heard and  
was to ld  to  her  she  l i s tened to  the  messages ,  be  i t  though 
the  Angels ,  shepherds  or  any other  source .  She thought  
over  i t  and thus  prepared herse l f  for  the  rea l i ty  –  
“Observe –  Judge –  Act” .  

“Mary as  a  mother  a lways  had the  s ix th  sense” .  

 

 

 



4.  MOTHERHOOD A GREAT SACRIFICE (LK 2,  35)  

“He shal l  s tand as  a  s ign of  contradic t ion whi le  a  sword 
wi l l  p ierce  your  own soul” .  

Even though Mary is  warned of  the  pain  and sorrow to  
come,  she  is  prepared  to  perform her  ro le  as  a  mother .  

“A genuine mother  i s  ever  ready to  consume hersel f  for  
her  chi ldren”.  

 

5.  MOTHERHOOD RESOLVES ANY CRISES (Jn 2  3-5)  

“The mother  of  Jesus  sa id  to  him,  They have no wine” 

However  h is  mother  sa id  to  the  servants .   “Do whatever  he  
te l ls  you .”  

Mary as  a  mother  unders tands  the  needs  and di f f icul t ies  
not  only  wi thin  her  fami ly  but  a lso  of  o ther  fami l ies .  She 
reaches  out .  

“Motherhood unders tands  the  d i f f icul t ies  of  o thers .”  

 

6.  MOTHERHOOD OF MARY IS UNIVERSAL” (Jn 19,  
25-27)  

“He sa id  to  the  mother  “Woman,  th is  i s  your  son.   Then he  
sa id  to  the  disc iple  “There  i s  your  mother” .  

Motherhood of  Mary does  not  s top a t  her  doors tep  or  wi th  
her  immediate  family  only .   Her  motherhood embraces  a l l  
outs ide  and beyond her  family .  

“Mary as  a  mother  embraces  a l l  her  chi ldren and  
in tercedes  for  them al l .  

 



We therefore  can conclude that  “Mary as  a  mother is  a  
Dazzl ing Diamond” 

In  todays  context :  

Dynamic  –  Ever  a ler t ,  aware  and able  to  read and decipher  the  
s igns  of  the  t imes .  

Daring  –  To be able  to  f ight  the  t ide  and thus  lead her  ch i ldren 
and family  and imbibe  good Chris t ian  values .  

Integral  –  Bui ld  up her  in tegr i ty  by pract ic ing and wi tness ing  
good moral  conduct .  

Inspir ing  –  wi th  the  power  of  the  Holy Spir i t  the  Chi ldren and 
family  though prayer  and example .  

Active  –  Always serving and being avai lable  to  the  chi ldren  
and famil ies  a l l  a round,  avai lable  for  any cr is is .  

Accommodating  –  Never  get t ing disappointed or  d ishear tened 
but  taking everything in  her  s t r ide .  

Magnanimous  –  Motherhood is  universa l .   I t  encompasses  a l l .   
I t  ca l ls  for  great  sacr i f ices  forget t ing onesel f .  

Merciful  – Cal ls  for  a  h igh level  of  reconci l ia t ion and the  
abi l i ty  to  accept  back a l l  no  mat ter  what  they have done.  

Open  –  The abi l i ty  to  l i s ten ,  unders tand and to  be  approachable  
to  a l l .   No favor i t i sms .  

Obliging – To have a  so lut ion for  a l l  problems and s i tuat ions .  

Noble  –  To be  able  to  r i se  above a l l  s i tuat ions  and be  l ike  the  
New Eve –  br in ing new l i fe  to  family .  

Dedicated /  Determined  –  Abi l i ty  to  cont inue wi th  God’s  p lan 
and the  vocat ion of  motherhood.   Keeping th is  vocat ion as  the  
pr imary object ive  and others  such as  career ,  money,  e tc .  next .  

 



 

Par tners  in  miss ion 

Equal  in  d igni ty  

Acceptance of  each other  

Responsible  for  family  

Loving and l i fe  g iving 

 



  


